Victorians May Break From APBA
*Speedboating with Ted Madden
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The simmerin

g dissatisfaction

of Victorian speedboat drivers
with the attitude of the Federal

APBA, and the

NSW Council in

particular, could easily erupt
into an open, angry breach.

It is possible that, at,
the next meeting of the |
Yictorian Council, next
Saturday, furious club
delegates might de-
mand that Victoria
break away from the!
Australian Power Boat
Association. i

The NSW Council has:
failed to pass essential in-
formation to interstate!
clubs about the Australian'
outboard  championships |
on Lake Albert, near Wag- |
ga, at Easter, and about
one of the great prestige!
events, the Margery Wat-|
son Trophy. !

The Margery Watson is
the Australasian unlimited
displacement champion- |
ship, r second to
the Griffiths Cup, which '
is the Australasian unlim-
ited open championship.

Under APBA rules, the
NSW. Council should
have provided full details
of these meetings to all
State Councils and affi-
liated clubs, at least two
months before they are to
be held.

hoping that hell be able
knock off the great
Sydney runabout Jo Blo,
and bring the trophy to
Victoria.

The feeling between Vic-
toria and NSW at official
level is in direct contrast
to the relations between

ithe drivers, which could

not be more cordial.

Victorian clubs are pre-
pared to offer every pos-
sible inducement to per-
suade leadin, Sydney
drivers like nie
and Jack Bullen to come
from Sydn to compete
at their meetings.

I do not recall ever
talking to one Sydney
driver who has not stated
bluntly that he would
much rather race in Vic-
toria than in New South
Wales any time. ;

System change

At the hear: of
trouble, at official
was Victorla'sm succ&as.
some years ago, in persuad-
ing the Federal APBA to
adopt the system of hold-
ing all national titles on
one day, the venue rotat-
ing each year from State

the
level,

This is to advise drivers|to State

of the conditions, in time
to get their boats ready,
and to make the necessary
business and family ar-
rangements to fravel
interstate to compete.

Even money

. Over the last few years,
Victorian  boa have

been lmockxnﬁ‘
tional titles like ninepins,
and have c?&tured and
held the Griffiths Cup.
And now Victoria has,
in Vulture, a displacement
boat ' with at least an
even-money chance of win-
ning the Margery Watson

‘Trophy,

Is NSW tr, to kee
these titles gngnsw. bg
discou interstate
competition?

With only a fortnight to
0, Victorian APBA secre-

ry, Mick Dowling, has
received o the rest
details abouf the Austra-
lian outhoard

those from

shlrs. and

Keith Charlton, the Fed-
eral APBA’s vice-president
(outboards&, who is a
Queenslander.

He has been given vir-
g e VLI
a) e &

Watson. 4

al
Fortunately John Lewis,
who seems to have his
own intelligence system,
has found out all about
the co‘pvdldons of uﬂ; Mnra
er! atson trophy, an
Vatture s ail set 1o ko."

over na- S

The Sydney clubs want-
ed to keep the old system,
which each  title
had to be contested on the
home water of the defend-
ing champion’s club.

ave the big Syd-
a b

ul of

“Poker machine revenue| to,

might bave quite a lot to
do with ther :tﬁtude.

Now gartici tion of
leading NSW drivers in na-
tional  titles meetings is
actively discouraged by
Programming of big
money meetings on the
ga ut} ional championship

ate.

The Victorians have an-
other beef with the Feder-
al APBA, §

It has imported 200 cut-
out switches, which it
plans to sell for $8.75 and
has ruled that all' drivers
must use these particular
switches only.

Nunn | th

|and intend to adopt a pol-
better

TOMORROW : Hazel-
wood Power Boat Club
meeting, Hazelwood.

SUNDAY, April 4:
Geelong Agquatic Club,
Lake Modewarre.

SUNDAY, April 10:
E. C. Griffiths Cup, Der-
rinal Pool, Lake Eppa-
lock.

Well done-
Bendigo
Bendigo Powerboat

Club is on the right
track.

It has cancelled its
meeting  scheduled  for
Sunday, April 4, because it
clashes with the Geelong
Aquatic Club’s fixture on
the same date,

A few years back, if two
clubs managed to get their
paws into the one slot on
rogram, you would
have no hope of persuad-
ing one or the other to
yield. -

~The Bendigo decision
means more than good
manners, however,

Norm Quin and his boys
now find themselves run-
ning two of the biggest
races in Australia — the
Kimbolton Cup and the
Eppalock 150.

They believe that or-
ganising a lot of small
meetings exhausts a club’s
administrative capabilities.

icy -of fewer and
meetings in future,

The example could be
followe;i wi& profit by

other clubs,

DRAG RACING
AT CALDER

Yictorian divisional drag
racing championships are
on at Calder at 11 am.
morrow — a week ear-
lier than scheduled — to
avoid a clash with t¥
Australian  touri
championships on

Current leade
Gaynon, wit

A highligh'®
re-a rand
re-appenr J{

Cook ho)
first sub- ltﬁ

morrow in

Peter Aller\
lian motor—%
$.86 seconds.
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mil
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